
 SJCS FIRE 
   St. Jude Catholic School 

Where Faith, Love and Leaders Grow      SJCS 1st Quarter Parent Bulletin 
                                   October 2018 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Parents,  
October was one busy month, especially with our 

time off! It was great to see many of you at 
Parent/Teacher Conferences. As we settle into 2nd 
quarter, I’d like to thank each of you for a wonderful first 
9 weeks! Especially as we look forward to Thanksgiving, I 
think about the countless blessings we have here at St. 
Jude…we have much to be grateful for. 

Of course, I cannot thank God enough for our 
dedicated faculty and staff who give so generously of 
themselves to our children, our families, to the Church 
and to our culture. Their daily commitment to Catholic 
education and our beautiful children are such a powerful 
witness and encouragement to me personally. I thank 
God also for our many benefactors, both spiritual and 
temporal, who have made our School possible. I thank 
Father Henehan and Father O’Brien for their priestly 
vocations, their constant witness and support, and 
especially their prayers. Finally, I thank YOU, our parents, 
who entrust us with your precious treasures….know 
how much we appreciate your many sacrifices to offer 
your children the best, a life of excellence in every area, 
in a Catholic school. It is worth it all! God will bless and 
reward you… 

Below are a few updates and “happenings” of 
St. Jude…. Enjoy your weekend! 

God bless you always, 
                 

 
 
 
PARENT EDUCATION CORNER:  The challenges facing 
parents and teachers as we prepare children for today’s 
demanding world are ever-changing.  I would like to 
share a recent podcast on “Carpenter” and “Gardener” 
parenting styles, and an open letter from a parent with a 
perspective we might not often consider.  May they help 
us grow in understanding and compassion. 
 

1. https://www.npr.org/2017/12/11/569907638/the-
carpenter-vs-the-gardener-two-models-of-
modern-parenting 

 

2. https://www.understood.org/en/community-
events/blogs/my-parent-journey/2017/07/25/an-
open-letter-to-the-parents-worried-my-son-is-in-
their-childs-class?cm_ven=ExactTarget&cm_cat.. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

REVERENCE CHALLENGE: Have you heard about Fr. 
Henehan’s Reverence Challenge?  We are encouraging 
our students to go deeper in their Faith by focusing on 
the “looks like” and “sounds like” of the virtue of 
reverence during Mass and Adoration each week. How 
we pray is how we live; how we live is how we pray! The 
class that is found to be the best example of true 
reverence each quarter will be treated to a special lunch 
with Father Henehan and Father O’Brien! 
 
BUILDING SAFETY AND SECURITY: You may have noticed 
a few changes around the St. Jude campus this fall. 
Thanks to the generosity of our SJCS parents and 
benefactors at last year’s Gala, we were able to upgrade 
our security system and expand our camera system. 
Work was completed a few weeks ago, allowing for 
close monitoring inside and outside the school building. 
 
All staff members recently participated in school safety 
training with a representative from the Peoria police 
department. The session was informative, and we 
received high marks on our overall building security plan. 
Within the month, we’ll be implementing a few new 
procedures based on what we’ve learned.  We 
appreciate your cooperation in helping us create the 
safest environment we can for our students and staff.   
 
TARDINESS: On-time arrival helps students and teachers 
begin the day in an orderly way.  Please drop your K-8th 
graders off between 7:40 and 7:50am, to allow them to 
be unpacked and seated at their desk, ready to learn, by 
8:00. This enables teachers to begin instruction on time 
and to proceed without interruption. Please watch for a 
revised tardy policy coming in the next few weeks.  
 
TEACHER LEADERSHIP TEAM: During the first quarter, 
our teacher leadership team met to discuss Strategic 
Plan goals, as well as short and long term initiatives for 
building our Catholic Identity and supporting Academic 
Excellence throughout the school. Our focus this year 
will be the new Diocesan Math and Religion curricula. We 
will also be assessing the current English and Language 
Art (ELA) programs and how they align with State and 
Diocesan Standards. 
 
GO FIRE!  We just completed an awesome cross country 
season! St. Jude placed 4th in the state overall. Maria 
Stedwill was 1st Place State Champion for the second 
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year in a row, and Eileen Zopel finished 4th in an amazing 
race! What a day!  Girls’ basketball season is now in full 
swing, with the Boys’ basketball season starting soon. 
Check out the Athletics calendar quick link on 
SchoolSpeak for game dates and times. Come cheer on 
our inspiring St. Jude athletes! 
 
ADVENT RESOURCES: This beautiful Season begins in 
just over a month. If you are looking for some special 
books to inspire your Advent prayer, or Christmas gifts 
to support your family’s virtue formation and to learn 
more about prayer and Lectio Divina, please visit 
http://golepress.com/shop/?filter_content=advent. You’ll 
find a selection of publications and music to assist you 
and guide your whole family for a life changing Advent! 
 
PREPARING FOR WINTER: As cold weather sets in, 
please be sure students bring coats, hats, gloves, and 
snow gear if needed. Shorts are not permitted from 
November 1- March 31. In the event of severe weather, 
St. Jude will follow Dunlap school district’s decision 
when canceling school. Cancellation information will be 
posted on local television networks. To be notified by 
text when school is canceled, be sure your cell phone 
and carrier information are complete in your 
SchoolSpeak profile, and uncheck the “Emergency 
Messages only” box. 
 
FIRE & ICE GALA: Watch your mailbox for a Save-The- 
Date reminder for our Fire & Ice Gala on Saturday, 
February 23.  A huge thank you to this year’s Gala chairs, 
Mike and Jessica Stickelmaier and Nick and Lezley 
Anderson, and their amazing committee, who are hard 
at work preparing for the big night. Mark your calendar! 
 
ILLINOIS TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIPS: As the end of the 
year approaches, consider making a donation to the 
Invest in Kids scholarship program. The program provides 
significant scholarships for children wishing to attend 
private school, and has already benefitted many St. Jude 
students. Individual donation can be designated 
specifically for SJCS, and donors receive state tax credit 
equal to 75% of their donation. Call the school office or 
visit empowerillinois.org for more information.  
 
EASY FUNDRAISING: Support St. Jude while doing your 
everyday shopping! We have fundraising partnerships 
with Amazon Smile, Schnucks, Kroger, and Office 
Depot/Office Max.  Select St. Jude Catholic Church & 
School as your designated charity through Amazon Smile 
or visit the Support SJCS quick link on SchoolSpeak.  
 

IMPORTANT SECOND QUARTER DATES 
    
Wednesday, October 31 

Preschool Halloween parties 
 
Thursday, November 1 

All Saints Day: Join us for 8:30 AM Mass and  
K-8 classroom parties at 2:15.  
Education Commission Meeting 6pm 

 
Friday, Nov. 2-Monday, Nov. 5 

Light of the World Retreat- it’s worth it!! 
 
Tuesday, Nov. 6 

PTO Meeting 6:30pm 
 
Wednesday. Nov. 7  

Spirit Day and 2pm dismissal- aftercare available  
 

 
Wednesday, Nov. 14 (Midterm) 

Preschool Parent/Teacher Conferences 
First Penance Parent Meeting 7pm 

 
Thursday, Nov. 15 

Preschool Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 

Saturday, November 17 
8th Grade Confirmation Retreat, 8:30-12:30 pm. 

 
Monday, November 19-Friday, November 23 

NO SCHOOL: Thanksgiving Break  
 
Sunday, December 2 

1st Sunday of Advent  
 
Wednesday, Dec 5 

Spirit Day and 2pm dismissal- aftercare available  
 
Thursday, Dec 6 

Education Commission Meeting 6pm 
 
Thursday, Dec 20 
 Preschool/Kindergarten Christmas program 11am 
 1st-8th gr Christmas program 6:30pm 
 
Friday, Dec 21 (end of 2nd Quarter) 
 Classroom Christmas Parties 10:45am 
 Half day w/11:30am dismissal, no aftercare 
 
Monday, December 24-Friday January 4 
 NO SCHOOL: Christmas Break  
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